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1.  Bankruptcy of the ‘Follow U.S.’ Policy

 (1) Taking part in the “Bush War”

  
Since the end of the Pacific War, the Japanese government has been monopolized by conservatives and its basic policy has been ‘Follow the US’.  Measure of the obedience was even intensified by the collapse of the socialist bloc followed by the end of the Cold War and the establishment of a one pole regime by the US.  Since the Gulf War, the road has been paved for reinforcement of the Self-Defense Forces unified with the US Forces in their overseas detachments to participate in the US strategy. 


In the 1990s, public opinion was led to approve overseas armed interventions by means of a widely mobilized media. The neo-liberalistic atmosphere pushed them on. The keyword in the movement was ‘patriotism’ and the term was misleadingly used to neglect errors committed by Japan in recent history and to justify the Japanese invasion into other Asian countries.  As a result, at the end of 1990s the ‘Hinomaru Flag’, which was the symbol of military invasion, and the ‘Kimigayo Song’, which is a hymn to the Emperor, were adopted as the National Flag and National Anthem respectively by law.  It provided a way to force them upon the people through all the national and local government organs.  Along the same line, laws on national emergencies and the Phone-tapping Act were approved by the Diet. Thus the legal framework to mobilize all organs and individuals towards war footings and to put them under watch was accomplished.


After 2001, the ‘9.11 Events’ transformed the social climate to accept anything that is labeled ‘anti-terrorism’. In the next year, Japanese Government used it to dispatch the Navy Force to the Indian Ocean as an immediate response to the Bush Regime in its military intervention into Afghanistan.  When the Iraq War was launched by Bush in 2003, the Japanese Government totally cooperated by dispatching the Defense Army to Iraq.


In the meantime, reinforcement of US Forces in Japan and their unification with the Japanese Self Defense Force were further pushed.

 At Henoko in Okinawa, a construction plan for a new and strong heliport of US Marine Corps is now going on. There is strong opposition against the plan among Okinawans and patient protest actions to stop it have been organized by citizens including Christians with nationwide support. Despite the opposition, which caused a major delay to the plan, the Japanese Government is forcing it and even the Navy Force was ordered out to quell the people’s actions.

In Kanagawa, the Headquarters of the First Legion of the US Army was transferred to Camp Zama as part of the restructuring of the US Forces and actually the Japanese Defense Forces are now ready to be put under US command.  The strong opposition by citizens’ groups was ignored. 

(2) Possibility of Reversal of Ruling and Opposition Parties



Besides those moves, however, the neo-liberalistic policies of deregulation and competition, which was pushed by the Liberal Democratic Party for years, disclosed a serious bankruptcy in 2007. 



In pursuit of securing benefits to capitals, reorganization of capitals and restructure of labor power have been pushed.  Under the pursuit, an endless expansion of irregular employment and a rapid increase of working poor have caused social unrest. Agriculture, left behind by the industrialization, is impoverished. The bureaucracy is corrupt and infested with bribery. Voices against the drawn-out Bush War are getting louder in criticisms of the LDP Government. An extreme neo-liberalistic regime, which was handed over from Koizumi to Abe, insisted ‘to change the country twisted by post-war democracy’.  However, it became clear that their ‘change’ meant only to return to ‘a country capable of war’, and public opinion is leaving them.

As a result, a historic reversal of power between ruling and opposition parties took place in the election of the House of Councilors held in the summer of 2007.  Although the ruling parties still hold 2/3 seats in the House of Representatives and the LDP government is still in power, its support rate is getting lower.  At the general election of the House of Representatives, expected within 2008, it is very possible that a dramatic change of regime will come to reality.

(3)　Political Change Expected in Near Future

Japan is now coming to a time of possible change of regime for the first time in the last 15 years and is in a situation which gives hope for a political change. This is a big chance for Japanese society to change itself.  But there are some elements which do not allow us to be too optimistic.

First, the Democratic Party, which will supposedly become an actual ruling power, is a mixture of conservatives and progressives and there remain some anxieties about its ability to carry on stable policies.  The chief leader of the party used to be the General Secretary of the LDP and proposed at that time that Japan should be ‘a common country’ capable of war and keeping a strong enough military. However, there are some progressive parliamentarians in this party who have strong channels with NGOs and it is expected that NGOs will exert influence upon government policies.

Secondly, after the long conservative regime the Government has been tightly tied to the US-Japan Security Treaty and it is not easy to get rid of the bond.  It is difficult to expect much from the DP which includes right-wing conservatives among the members.  Only in some a specific policies can we expect some progress such as the stopping of refueling activities by the Navy Defense Force in the Indian Ocean.

Thirdly, the politico-democratic soil of Japanese society is too immature and the public too emotional to take proper voting actions without being controlled by the mass media.  The election of the House of Representatives in 2005, which provided the Koizumi Regime with a 2/3 majority of seats, is a typical example of the ‘theatre type of election’, a drama of populism played on the stage of mass media.

It is the activities of NGOs which hold the key to change the situation, to expand proper understandings of policies to be taken, and to build up public opinion free from the control of mass media.  Although NGOs are not strong enough to influence elections in Japan, it is on their shoulder whether Japan can be a mature democratic country, strong enough to contribute in building a peaceful Asia, or not.  It is in this aspect that the commitment of Christianity is needed.

2.  Efforts for Article 9 of the Japanese Constitution

(1) Tendencies to Seek for Control by Military Power



Article 9 of the Constitution states, “Aspiring sincerely to an international peace based on justice and order, the Japanese people forever renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation and the threat or use of force as means of settling international disputes. In order to accomplish the aim of the preceding paragraph, land, sea, and air forces, as well as other war potential, will never be maintained. The right of belligerency of the state will not be recognized.”  
By virtue of this article, Japan was accepted into friendly relationships with Asian countries, even though it did not make a clear apology for its wrongs committed during the Pacific War.

However, as Japan came to hold economic power, successive conservative regimes planned to make it a big power also in military aspects. What is revealed here is a barefaced neo-liberalistic colonialism, which tries to secure economic benefits under military control.  It has resulted in the irony that the second strongest military power is preserved under the constitutional provision, “land, sea, and air forces, as well as other war potential, will never be maintained”. The reason given to explain this contradiction is that military forces for national self defense do not violate the provision. The deceitful reasoning has succeeded in persuading the majority of domestic public opinion while the number of those who insist that the military power of the Self Defense Force violates Article 9 has fallen to a minority nowadays. 

Fortunately, however, the logic of justification has failed to clarify the provision, “the right of belligerency of the state will not be recognized”. This means that the right of the Government to order its military forces to attack ‘enemies’ is not recognized, and accordingly that soldiers should not open fire unless the situation allows justifiable defense.  The provision binds the arms and legs of military forces and has functioned as a brake for the resurrected Japanese Military to open new invasive wars.  It was this restriction of the provision that limited the Japanese military commitment to the Afghan-Iraq War to small fields of action.

The conservative regimes of the US and Japan, together with multinational enterprises, have obstinately tried to eliminate the provision in order to strengthen the US-Japan military alliance by unifying the military forces of both countries, so that they can secure military domination in the area of capital embarkation. When the ruling parties occupied 2/3 of the seats in the House of Representatives in 2005, and when ‘the Act for a National Referendum’, which provides a procedure for revision of the Constitution, passed the Diet, Article 9 was confronted by the crisis of destruction.

(2) Mobilized Actions for Article 9             



The provision of Article 9 says, “The Japanese people forever renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation and the threat or use of force as means of settling international disputes”. This is a guarantee to recover the trust of Asian peoples who suffered so much damage caused by the Japanese military during the Pacific War. At the same time, this is a promise to Asian peoples that Japan will never again fall into the same error. Therefore, it is a betrayal to international society and particularly to Asian people to try to eliminate this Article.  If such betrayal becomes a reality, it will inevitably destroy the trust of Asian people and will leave unrecoverable disasters to the future of Japan, as Japanese people take the road of reliance upon U.S. power and join in its reign of power.



Confronted by this crisis, a number of conscientious Japanese people have risen up in many places and sectors to raise their voices against the revision.  Christians also joined in the action to protect Article 9 in ecumenical solidarity with other religious groups.  While the activities still continue, the reversal of power between ruling and opposition parties has caused a situation which has made it difficult to forcibly push through the revision. 
(3) Prospects hereafter



Even though an immanent crisis was avoided, we cannot be too optimistic about the reversal of power. The DP includes hardcore supporters of the revision, some even harder than LDP.  Slight slides of public opinion to the right may easily push them to revision.  It is urgently necessary for us to tackle building a stable domestic public opinion which will never slip again into the path of war.



At this point, we are in need of help from our Asian friends.  The younger generation of Japanese has been kept from knowledge of the truth about Japan’s war history due to half a century of manipulation of history education by conservative regimes since World War II. As a result, there is a wide spread ignorance of modern Japanese history among youth along with a bluntness of conscience.  They are in need of frank voices of criticism from Asian friends to awaken their conscience and concern.

3. Sufferings of Migrants from Xenophobia

(1) Xenophobia in Government Policy



Commitment of the Japanese Government to the ‘War on Terror’ in unity with the US Government did not stop with overseas dispatches of SDF troops.  The War not only targeted ‘Outlaw Countries’ outside Japan, but also created scapegoats inside the country. A national system capable of war needs visible ‘enemies’ inside its borders in order to tighten domestic control.



Already in the 1990s, foreign residents in Japan were targeted in government policy as scapegoats of nationals’ frustration with an endless depression.  Above all undocumented foreigners have been labeled as ‘illegal overstays’ and their existence itself has been deemed criminal.  Xenophobic strategies have been devised and circulated jointly by police agencies and mass media, saying that ‘illegal foreigners’ are a hotbed of crime and are threats to security. 



In this atmosphere the government implemented the policy ‘to cut by half the number of ‘illegal overstays’. There were intensified arrests, detentions and deportations.  Often there were inhuman cases such as a child suddenly disappearing from school after being arrested together with his/her parents. 



In the early 2000s ‘the abduction issue’ was surfaced by a Japan-North Korea Joint Communiqué. The issue was linked to the events of ‘9.11’ to give a pretext for xenophobic propaganda.  Already in the ‘90s, reinforcements of the Immigration Control Act were repeated on the supposition that secret agents from North Korea, labeled as ‘an outlaw country’, might penetrate Japan. Another pretext, ‘to prevent entry of Islam Terrorists’, was added and made it possible to tighten immigration controls up to an extent that would never be justified by any other reason.  Introduction of the ‘Biometrics Authentication System’ is the biggest fruit of the xenophobic propaganda.  

(2) Gigantic Comeback of ‘Finger Printing’ 



The Biometrics Authentication System was introduced into the Immigration Control Act in 2006, and was enacted in 2007. It obligates all foreigners (except special permanent residents and persons under 16) to submit fingerprints and mug shots upon entry into Japan.  Those data are immediately computerized and checked against the list of those to be rejected entry into Japan.  If someone’s data matches an entry on the list, he/she will be repatriated to the departure port.  

The list is made by the Justice Minister and is supposed to include the names of ‘terrorists’ and those who were repatriated within the past 5 years. But, nobody knows who is on the list, and nobody can check if the list is correct or not. The biometrics data are supposedly preserved for life, but there is no perfect protection from leaking of the data.



As fingerprints are forced only on criminal suspects in Japan, it is a discriminative and insulting act to force them on someone only because that person is a foreigner. There has been a long history of resistance by resident Koreans against fingerprinting which was completely abolished in 1999.

It was the US that adopted the ‘US-VISIT’ system in 2004 as part of its ‘War on Terror’ and the Japanese Government hurried to follow the US, and it became the second country to adopt the biometrics data system.  The effect of the system is seriously suspect, because there cannot be a trustworthy list in a situation where the definition of ‘terrorists’ can never be clear.  

It seems to be no problem for the Japanese Government, however, that it does not have a correct list of ‘terrorists’, because its hidden purpose is different from what is officially said. That is, the main purposes for adoption of the system are preventing re-entry of those who are within the rejection period (5 years from the last deportation) on the one hand, and application to domestic criminal investigations on the other.  For Government authorities, which regard foreigners from the beginning as potential criminals and threats to the security of society, it would be most convenient to preserve the biometrics data of all foreigners. The name of ‘anti-terrorism’ provided the Japanese Government with the best disguise to introduce a system which can never be acceptable from the viewpoint of human rights.

(3) Contradiction between Increasing Needs and ‘Close the Country’ Policy 



Here again the Japanese Government uses the ‘War on Terror’ as a pretext for its policy to reinforce the unified military reign of the US-Japan alliance. But here again its contradiction is becoming clear.  Japan is now moving into an era of decreasing population.  It is an era in which there is no choice other than importing labor power from overseas in order to continue military and economic expansion policies. Statistics given by MOWL predict that the 4.4million labor population will decrease within the coming decade. If the government continues such hostile policies against foreigners as mentioned above, it can never properly respond to the situation. Thus the government policies for foreigners present a dilemma.



On the one hand, the government reinforces immigration control by introducing biometrics authentication and concentrates its efforts on eliminating undocumented migrant workers.  Likewise control of foreigners already staying in Japan are tightened by intensifying arrests and by obligating employers to report about foreign employees for the purpose of preventing employment of ‘illegal workers’. 



On the other hand, the government also has a policy to import ‘legal labor power’ from overseas. But it is quite reluctant to change its basic policy of ‘highly skilled workers only and no unskilled workers’. This unrealistic policy has resulted in abuse of the ‘technical trainee’ system. Even though this system actually functions as a channel to import labor power, trainees are denied their rights to security as workers.  The worst problem here is that they are forced to be subject totally to their employers and their condition is nothing but modern slavery.  In the near future, the importing of care workers and nurses from the Philippines will start according to JPEPA. Here the workers will be in danger of being placed in another slavery system, because workers will be burdened with limited rights and brokers will enjoy the freedom to exploit them.



This contradiction in the Japanese Government’s policy will increase racial conflicts and will expand xenophobia causing even more human rights violations. The violation of those who are in the most vulnerable situations will be extended to other groups of people in Japanese society.  The increase of irregular employment and in the number of working poor is a testimony to this fact.

(4) Actions Taken by NGOs and Future Prospects



It has been 20 years since Japanese NGOs started activities to protect the rights of migrant workers and their families. The activities have been carried on against wind all through the period and their products are not much.  Since organization of Solidarity Network with Migrants Japan (SMJ) in 1997, however, the ability to influence new policies leaped up by gathering experiences from nation wide activities.  Also the power to propose them to the government and the diet was reinforced by the support of nation wide groups. In this Christians’ commitments are remarkable (4 from 6 co-representatives are Christians).



The foreign population in Japan has increased by 2.3 times during the past two decades, and the increase is predicted to accelerate. It is obvious that the ‘closed country’ policy of the government will collapse sooner or later. If the reversal of ruling and opposition parties takes place, NGOs can expect to have an even stronger influence upon government policy making. They already have some good channels to opposition parties, and also voices from the sending countries will be more important. Because the governments of sending countries are bound in economically dependent relationships to the Japanese government they are incapable of raising strong requests/protests to it. It will be necessary to bring strong policy requests from the sending side through the channels of NGOs and churches.

4. Possibility for Cooperation of Churches



Based upon the above analyses, I would like to make several proposals concerning possible and/or necessary tasks in the cooperative relationships between churches in receiving and sending countries.

(1) Collaboration for Globalization of Article 9



Reflecting the process of its formation, Article 9 of the Japanese Constitution was formed by gathering human wisdom and aspirations that the same error that led to the misery of war should never be committed again. As it is the price of the blood of Asian people, it is a treasure not only for Japan, but also for the world. Therefore it is desirable to make Article 9 widely known in the world as its common treasure and to make it a goal for every country of the world.  Is it possible for both NCCs to start the movement by calling other NCCs in Asia and CCA to join us? 

(2) Cooperation in Actions to Japanese Government and Society



Actions against steps taken by Japan toward militarization and overseas use of her armed forces, the voices of friends in Asia should be more loudly brought to the Japanese Government and to Japanese society. In actions to protect Article 9, the voices of Asian friends will generate strong pressure on the government and be a powerful encouragement to the people in the action.



Also it is necessary to make heard the voices of people in the migrants’ sending countries demanding protection of the human rights of their country people in Japan. 



Is it possible to make a better use of the cooperative relationship of both of our NCCs for a channel to deliver those voices? 

(3) Cooperation in Action to Philippine Government



As Japan is one of the largest donor countries of ODA to the Philippines, protesting voices from Japanese NGOs against human rights violations, particularly against killings of the church people and human rights activists, should be more loudly brought to the Philippine Government. It would be desirable have suggestions about issues and targets of possibly effective voices from Japan.

(4) Effect of Missionary Exchanges



The meaning of missionary exchanges should be newly recognized. Some of the Philippine missionaries working in Japan now provide good models for that.



For example, a missionary sent from UCCP to UCCJ is functioning as an indispensable organizer of Philippine migrants in Japan.  Here the sending of missionaries largely contributes to empowerment and organizing of migrants.



Another example can be taken from a Philippine missionary sent by UMC-USA to UCCJ.  As a co-worker of Christian Coalition for Refugees and Migrants (CCRM), she joins in visits to detainees in an Immigration Detention Center and in support for those in need.  Detention Centers in Japan are nests of human rights violations, because everything is left up to the arbitrary discretion of the Justice Minister there. Thus the works of missionaries are meaningful in many aspects.



In the case of another missionary of the same channel, the work in maritime mission is strongly supported by a local organization of the district and is bearing good fruit.



Along with receiving, the sending of missionaries of younger generation from Japan to the Philippines has important meaning to Japanese churches. Most Japanese churches, being a small minority in Japanese society, are apt to be concerned only about their own survival and are ignorant and unconcerned about the harmful activities of Japan in Asia.  It is important for them to get directly in touch with situations on the spot through missionaries and learn from struggles of the churches there.



Already, member churches of both NCCs have a variety of missionary exchange programs. It is desirable for both NCCs to help and strengthen them in their cooperative activities.

(6) Closer Information Exchange



It is necessary to establish closer mutual information exchange, so that both NCCs can mutually know about the actions of the other and prepare for speedy cooperative actions. Though the tasks have been on the table of the consultation from its beginning, there have been difficulties such as human resources for both sides and so they have not been sufficiently implemented. It is necessary that we look for possible facilitating measures such as establishing regular contacts through the internet.

(6) Encouraging Fellowship on the Level of Denominations, Local Churches, and Individuals



It is a pleasing trend that fellowships on the level of denominations, local churches, and individuals are getting more active.  Among young Japanese Christians, the number of those who have experienced the Philippines is far more than two decades ago.  Also among denominations and local churches, mutual exchange through exposure programs or long stay visits is growing and deepening fellowship.  Such exchange on daily life lebel needs to be expanded and both NCCs should look for measures to encourage it.

To Conclude:



We churches, nowadays, are called to an era in which the demonic powers of globalization, guided by US capital and united with military strategy, are trampling upon people, causing war and expanding the ‘reign of power’ over the world. In every corner of this world, Christ is working for those who suffer, bearing the sufferings together with them. We strongly aspire that our church can be one which royally follows Christ. For this, the churches in Japan and in the Philippines are called to join together in cooperation, in prayer, and in action.  
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